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Tue Lord revealed also the truth concerning the place that is known as 
hell. Up to that time almost every religious person believed that when 
men left this conditon of existence, if they had not made their peace with 
God, they were consigned irrevocably and forever to a place of eternal 
torment and burning, from which they never could be redeemed. This 
horrible doctrine was almost universally preached by those who believed 
in religion. We look back at it now and wonder how it was possible for 
enlightened individuals to entertain such a belief as this. There are 
many, no doubt, who still have that idea. But there has been a great 
change wrought out in this respect, and that change has been brought 
about by the revelations of God to the Prophet Joseph. Before the 
Church was organized God revealed to him that while the place of 
torment was eternal, and the punishment was eternal, it did nut neces- 
sarily follow that human beings who received that punishment should 
suffer it eternally. What comfort this has brought to every one who has 
received it! What darkness it has dissipated! What fear it has dispelled! 
What a revolution it has effected! Through the revelation of this truth, 
the Latter-day Saints have been emancipated from the bondage of death. 
Death has lost its terrors, and God has appeared to the Latter-day Saints . 
as the great and beneficent Being that He is—a God whom they could 
worship, a God of love, a God of mercy as well as justice. God’s character 
has been vindicated by the revelation of this knowledge. He is a very 
different Being in the minds of those who understand this to what He 
was before this great truth was made known. 


These ideas have spread among the people of the world. The Prophet 
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Joseph was the man selected by the Lord to receive these great truths 
from heaven, and they have spread from him until they fill, in a measure, 
the earth. They have changed men’s views, and people now have a 
broader comprehension of God and His attributes. Under the old con- 
dition of things many of the attributes that were ascribed to our God He 
did not possess. How could they reconcile the idea of His being a God 
of love when He would punish people, as the religious teachers taught . 
that He did punish them—holding up the terrors of hell until the bare 
_ contemplation of people going to such a place was horrifying? In this 
way the character of God was maligned. He appeared as a horrible 
demon instead of the God that He is, the Creator of the heavens and the 
earth, and the Father of the human family. The revelation which God 
gave to Joseph, however, cleared away these false ideas. Now we know 
that men will be judged according to the deeds done in the body, and 
that that judgment will be a righteous judgment and not inflicted arbi- 
trarily and cruelly. Men’s minds have become expanded upon this point. 
Religious teachers have become broadened in their views. Insensibly 
perhaps to themselves, they have derived better conceptions of the 
Almighty from the teachings of the Elders of this Church. Although the 
world has not acknowledged and does not acknowledge the source whence 
they derive these ideas, yet it is a fact that the teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph, carried forward by the Elders in their travels among mankind, 
have had the effect of loosening these bonds of ignorance, dissipating 
these misconceptions of the truth, and liberalizing mankind. You can 
see this in every direction. To illustrate this I need only refer to a 
doctrine that was universally believed in, that after death there could be 
no change; that as the tree fell so it would lie; as man died so he would 
be throughout the endless ages of eternity, his lot being either one of 
exalted happiness in the presence of God, or never-ending misery with 
Satan and hisangels. The Prophet Joseph Smith, through the revelations 
which God gave to him, advanced a different doctrine. He taught that 
men who died in ignorance of the Gospel could receive light and know- 
ledge after death. The religious world recoiled from talking about. the 
fate of the heathen. It was an insolvable problem for them to tell what 
would become of the heathen who died in ignorance of the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. They did not want to have that question asked them 
because of their inability to answer it. There is no name, says the Bible, 
under heaven whereby a man can be saved except the name of Jesus. 
The heathen have not heard the name of Jesus, and if there is no oppor- 
tunity in the great hereafter for them to hear it, how then will they be 
saved? Are they sent to hell, there to suffer the pangs of eternal torment, 
never to be redeemed therefrom, because they never had the opportunity 
of hearing the name of the Son of God? This was a question that con- 
fronted people in those days, and every human being that had any senti- 
ment of humanity in his heart revolted at the thought that God would be 
so unjust and so unmerciful as to consign millions of his creatures to this 
eternal torment for the sole reason that they never had the opportunity 
during life of hearing the name of the Son of God or His doctrines of 
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salvation. This was all made clear by the revelation of God. The loving 
character of the Father was shown in its true light. The Prophet taught 
there was hope after death, and that the Gospel of the Son of God would 
be declared to those who had never heard it in life. The work of God is 
not confined to this mortal state. God is the God of eternity, and this 
little space that we call time does not comprehend all His means of 
salvation. His salvation is extended to every human being that is 
capable of receiving it. The Son of God Himself, while His body lay in 
the tomb awaiting its resurrection, went to the spirits in prison, and 
preached to those who were disobedient in the days of Noah. Noah 
proclaimed the Gospel in his day, and warned the people that a flood 
was impending which should destroy them. But they rejected the 
message of Noah and persisted in their wickedness, until they were over- 
whelmed with the flood. The Savior went, as stated by Peter, and 
preached the Gospel to these spirits. He opened the prison doors and 
led captivity captive, and He authorized His servants who had the 
authority to go and preach salvation to those who had so long been in 
darkness and torment, so that if they would believe in Him as their Savior 
and repent of their sins they might receive deliverance. The Prophet 
Joseph taught all this, he having received it through the revelations of 
Jesus Christ to him. He taught, as I have said, that mankind would be 
judged according to the deeds done in the body; that their punishment 
would be measured according to the extent of their wickedness, and not 
be without limit; that their reward also would be in proportion to their 
merits; the murderer, if he repented, not to be brought on a level with 
those who had lived lives of purity and who had been mighty in the earth 
in accomplishing the work of God, as these false systems of theology were 
and are teaching. As a result of the teachings of the Prophet, the Latter- 
day Saints comprehend that there are degrees in the severity and extent 
of the punishment, as there are degrees in the measure of reward. Those 
who receive the Gospel and are faithful in keeping all the commandments 
of God will receive the exaltation that is comprehended in the presence 
of God and the Lamb. Those who do not attain to that perfection, who 
do not keep the commandments of God so perfectly, will be rewarded 
according to their merits. And there is hope even for the lowest human 
being if he will only repent of his sins, not only in this life but in the life 
tocome. The Lord revealed this doctrine to the Prophet Joseph in plain- 
ness. 

Ever since the publication and circulation of the Bible the inhabitants 
of the earth had read the passages contained therein concerning baptism 
for the dead, but no one seemed to understand them. Paul had also 
explained that there was one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars, and as the stars differed in glory so should 
it be in the resurrection. Mankind had read these passages for gener- 
ations, but they had not comprehended them. The Prophet of God 
received light from on high concerning them. He was able by the 
revelations which God gave to him to teach the grand truth that there 
would be an opportunity for men-and women to receive the Gospel in the 
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spirit world, and that there was in the plan of salvation a means provided 
by which they could be officiated for vicariously, through living persons 
acting in their behalf. As the Savior of the world had died for all man- 
kind, and had made a vicarious atonement, so individuals in this life could 
act vicariously for those in the spirit world whom they desired to have 
redeemed from the thraldom of sin, and be baptized for them, and have 
the gift of the Holy Ghost confirmed upon them, together with other 
blessings that were necessary for their future happiness and exaltation, 
they in the spirit world receiving these blessings according to their faith 
and their willingness to keep the commandments of God. What a flood 
of light the revelation of these truths brought! How glorious our God 
appeared in the light of these truths! How true His character was to the 
descriptions that were given of Him by those who knew Him in ancient 
days. Those who received these truths could join with the ancient 
worthies in extolling and in praising the God of heaven, because His 
character appeared very different to that which had been given Him by 
the false systems of theology that existed in the world. 

All these truths are having their effect. The preaching of them by the 
Elders of this Church is having its effect throughout the earth. People 
who belong to systems that are hoary with age are beginning to receive 
these truths and are teaching them to others. They are leavening the 
people, they are dissipating ignorance, they are enlarging men’s minds, 
they are creating better conceptions of God and of His goodness and mercy 
to the children of men. 

My brethren and sisters, time would fail to enumerate all that God has 
done through this mighty man whom He raised up. The first time I saw 
him I was but a boy. He was in the midst of hundreds, but I knew him 
to be the Prophet Joseph. The Lord gave me a knowledge that he was 
His servant. I have rejoiced in that knowledge ever since. I have been 
glad continually that I have lived in such a day and among such a people 
as the Latter-day Saints; that I have lived to see the Prophet, to hear his 
voice, to listen to his teachings, and to have the testimony that he was 
indeed the chosen servant of God. His origin and surroundings were 
humble. He did not have the advantages of education. Neither did the 
Son of God. God in His providence chooses the noblest of His instru- 
ments in His own way. Who would have selected such a birth as the 
Savior’s? Who would have selected a stable as the birthplace of that 
divine Being? Yet this was where He was born. Nowadays to hear of a 
man being born in a stable conveys such an idea of extreme poverty and 
worthlessness that every man born in such a place would shrink from 
communicating it to his fellow man for fear he would be despised on that 
account. Yet these were the surroundings which our Father in heaven 
selected for His Son. It is no evidence, therefore, that because men are 
born in lowly circumstances they are less noble than those who are born 
in what are called better circumstances. I have thought that the Lord in 
His wisdom, knowing as he does the end from the beginning, has sent the 
noblest of His children purposely unto humble families in these last days, 
that they might receive the truth and become the instruments in His 
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hands of accomplishing the great work that He had in contemplation. 
Certainly those who have received this Gospel, who have endured the 
calumny and the opprobrium that have been heaped upon them, who have 
been persecuted so freely and so continuously, must have been noble 
spirits in the sight of God in order to be able to endure these things. It 
has required, generally speaking, a nobility of character that is rarely met 
with among the children of men. To embrace this Gospel, to come out 
and announce themselves believers in Joseph Smith as a prophet of God, 
has required a wonderful amount of stamina and strength of character 
on the part of the people. This people, speaking of them as a whole, 
have had to contemplate the possibility of losing their lives. I suppose 
there are few men, and perhaps few women, who have been connected 
with the Church for any length of time that have not seen times when 
they did not know but that they would have to lay down their lives for 
the truth. Yet, notwithstanding these prospects that were before them, 
the people have been faithful, and they have manifested a fidelity and a 
heroism that gives evidence of the nobility of their character in the sight 
of God. It stamps them as a superior people whom God has endowed 
with strength and power such as but few of the children of men possess. 
I have often said, in speaking about this, that we had the foundation 
here for the greatest people on earth, for this reason—that a people so 
noble as the Latter-day Saints, and possessing such qualities, will 
undoubtedly be the progenitors of a great and noble race. God laid the 
foundation of this work that the salt of the earth, so to speak, might be 
gathered out; that there might be a reninant of mankind saved, and 
that remnant be of so noble a character as to lay the foundation of a 
work that should fill the whole earth and stand for one thousand years. 
It will require a noble race of men and women to be the progenitors of 
a people who shall accomplish these grand results, and I testify that 
here are the people whom God has chosen for this grand destiny. As I 
said in the beginning, no matter what may be done against this work, it 
will stand for ever. The Priesthood of God has been restored by the 
Apostles of Jesus Christ, and that Priesthood will never be taken from 
the earth again. The Lord will preserve it, and will preserve His people 
that bear it, and they will increase and multiply until this kingdom of 
our God shall fill the whole earth, and Jesus will reign, and His sceptre 
will be swayed over the earth, and the inhabitants thereof that are 
redeemed and sanctified. 

And all this through the raising up of the Prophet Joseph Smith, the 
sending of him forth, and the filling of him with light as no man on earth, 
I think, has ever been filled, save the Son of God! It is marvelous, the 
knowledge that God communicated to him. There is no limit to it appar- 
ently. The heavens were open unto him. Angels ministered to him. 
Even the Church, not to speak of the world, cannot comprehend the great- 
ness or the extent of the truths that God communicated to him. It is 
now fifty years since his martyrdom, and these fifty years only begin to 
reveal to us the extent of the knowledge that God gave to him. Weare 
like little children, just commencing to grasp the principles revealed 
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through him. It is most wonderful that in fourteen years after the 
Church was organized so many grand and ennobling principles should be 
communicated, affecting so much the salvation and redemption of the 
human family. 

My brethren and sisters, I would not have you indulge in man worship. 
God forbid. To Him be the glory always. We cannot glorify Joseph 
without glorifying our Father in heaven. We must glorify our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We cannot indulge in any worship that will detract from 
or lessen our worship of our Great and Eternal Father and His Son Jesus 
Christ. But we can reverence the man of God; we can love him; we can 
emulate his example; we can cherish his memory ; we can perpetuate this 
in our children; and we can seek to comprehend the truths that he taught, 
so that by comprehending and by practicing them we may be prepared to 
dwell with him, and dwell with our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ in 
eternity. This we can do. And we can exercise our faith, too, for his 
erring offspring, that God in His wonderful providences will bring some 
representative of this mighty man into the Church to bear and magnify 
the Priesthood which their father or their ancestor received from the 
heavens. God has made promises to the Prophet concerning his posterity, 
and those promises will be fulfilled. I want to say that God will not forget 
any of his faithful] sons and daughters. I look around and think of men 
and women whom I have known and who seem to have no representatives 
coming forward to magnify the Priesthood. I ask myself, is it possible 
that they are going to be forgotten? Are their names to go down in 
oblivion? And my heart responds, and the Spirit of God responds to me 
—No, God will not forget any faithful man; He will not forget any faith- 
ful woman in this Church. Their children may stray; but God will feel 
after some of them and bring them into the fold. They will have repre- 
sentatives that will stand in the earth when Satan is bound and when 
righteousness shall prevail. God could not forget them, according to His 
promises, and we know that He never forgets His promises. He cannot 
forget that which He has promised to the Prophet Joseph; and I say to 
you that these erring ones that are now misleading the people into by and 
forbidden paths, apparently seeking to destroy the work of their father, 
God will feel after them; if not after them, He will after their descend- 
ants, and some of them will be numbered among the Saints of God. 
Joseph will not be without representatives in the Priesthood of the Son of 
God and in the Church of the Living God. It is our duty, therefore, to 
pray for the righteous, and pray that their names may be preserved in the 
earth, and that they may be represented in the Church of Christ; pray for 
the Prophet’s descendants, that they may come forth in the due time of 
the Lord—for they most assuredly will. 

I pray God to bless you all, and that He will help us all to be faithful until 
death—that if, in His providence, death should be our fate, we may never 
flinch, any more than our beloved brother Joseph Smith, but be true and 
faithful even uhtjl death, that in the end we may be saved and exalted 
in the celestial Kingdom of our God, which I humbly ask in the name of 
Jesus for all of you.! Amen. ) 
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FACTS AND EVENTS. 


No parental care ever falls to the lot of a single member of the insect tribe. In general 
the eggs of an insect are destined to be hatched long after the parents are dead, so that 
most insects are born orphans. 

The great Edison incandescent lamp works are no longer turning out lamps with 
bamboo filaments. Bamboo has given way to paper as the basis of the delicate black 
filment that glows golden when the current passes through it. 


Less than eight years ago there were but thirteen electric railways in the United States, 
with about one hundredcars. At present the number of roads has grown to eight hundred 
and fifty or more; with twenty-three thousand cars, and the whole worth over $ 400,000, 
000. 


The scales used in weighing diamonds are so delicately poised that the weight of a 
single eyelash will turn the scale. Some chemists have even asserted that a person’s 
name written with a fine lead pencil can be weighed, by taking the weight of the paper 
before and after the name is written. 


Professor Weber has recently found that the normal temperature of all kinds of incan- 
descent filaments is said to be about the same, ranging only from 1,292 degrees to 1,307 
degrees cent., and the filament of a 16-candle power lamp only changes 180 degrees cent., 
in temperature when the candle power is raised from 2 to 32 candle power. 


An old lady of one hundred and twelve named Rostowska presented herself recently at 
the prefecture at Lille, France, to draw her pension. She served as a canteen woman in 
Napoleon’s campaign in Russia, was under fire in twelve other campaigns, was three 
times wounded, and wears the silver cross for valor in the field. She acted as surgeon in 
a Polish regiment in 1831. She brought up fifteen children, her last surviving son dying 
seme years ago at eighty. 

In a San Francisco court the cooing of a baby as it rested in ite mother’s arms resulted 
in a juror being rejected in the case against Louisa Worthington for the murder of Henry 
Baddesly. ‘* Would you be guided by the evidence and the law?” asked Mrs. Worthing- 
ton’s lawyer of talesman H. Rath. ‘‘ Yes; if I thought they were true,” said the tales- 
man. ‘Would the fact that this woman had been convicted once influence you?” ‘I 
don’t think so.” “If you were certain that Mrs. Worthington had committed murder, 
would you bring in a verdict, knowing that it meant death for her?” The juror looked 
at Mrs. Worthington and her baby for several seconds. At that instant the little one 
cooed at its mother. *‘ No, sir,” said the man slowly, ‘‘I would not.” He was excused. 

The following is from the Gentleman’s Magazine: To the unassisted eye the presence 
of even any solid particles in the air is, as a rule, entirely invisible. We say this is so 
as a rule, for there are circumstances when the solid particles in the air are rendered 
visible. Every one is aware of the appearance of a stream of sunlight, introduced through 
a slit or hole in the shutter of a darkened room. Under such circumstances the air 
through which the sunlight passes is seen to be full of minute dust particles; yet the 


**zay motes” which are thus seen to “‘ people the sunbeam” constitute, after all, only a 


very insignificant fraction of the total number the air contains, for thousands of them are 
far too minute to be visible to the naked eye. Among these latter are the germs. It is 
only indeed with the aid of our most powerful microscopes that we are enabled to discern 
these latter and form any estimate of their size. Many of them are less than the one 
twenty-thousandth of an inch. In the words of Prof. Percy F. Franklin, one of our first 
experts on this subject, ‘‘four hundred millions of these organisms could be spread over 
one square inch in a single layer. Thus we could have a population one hundred times as 
great as that of London settled on an area of a single square inch without giving to each 
individual organism, not three acres, which certain politicians tell us are necessary for 
the individual man, but one four hundredth-millionth of a agus inch, which is quite 


adequate for a citizen in{the’commonwealth of micro-organisms.” 
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THURSDAY, MAY 23, 1895. 


CONVERSION AND APOSTASY. 


Ir has been a wonder to many people to witness the difference between 
the spirit which those possess who have become converted to the Gospel 
and that which actuates those who fight the truth or who turn away from 
it. Examples of these opposites will always show where the good and the 
evil are. 

Take the experience of Paul for instance. He had been brought up a 
strict Pharisee, and was filled with zeal for that sect when he opposed the 
followers of Christ. He was one of those who thought it was God’s will 
for him to imprison the disciples, and he would give up any comfort in 
order to assist in fighting them. The thought never entered his mind 
that there was anything wrong in his procedure. He did not cease to 
make “havoc with the church, entering into every house, haling men 
and women, and committing them to prison.” 

It was while on one of these errands that he was struck down and 
convinced that his course was exactly the opposite to what was right. 
He arose, went into the city, waited for instructions and obeyed them, 
being baptized and having hands laid on him. It was such a sudden 
change in his demeanor that even the Apostles at first doubted the 
genuineness of his conversion. They thought he was assuming to be a 
believer that it might give him greater opportunities for his work against 


the church. However in time they became convinced that he was really 


in earnest, and accepted him as their co-Jaborer and brother. 

Witness now the change, not only in his actions, but in the spirit that 
prompted them. Before his conversion he wanted to force people into a 
belief like his own, and if they resisted, they were cast into prison; now 
he was willing to persuade people in all gentleness and kindness, that 
they might see as he saw, and feel as he felt. But there was no desire in 
his heart to bind his opponents and heap all manner of abuse on them 
simply because they differed from him. 

Paul’s conversion is a type of all true conversions, because it brought a 
reformation in his life and endowed him with a spirit of forbearance, and 
a desire that the world might become better. There was no hatred in his 
breast towards those with whom he had previously associated in perse- 
cuting the Saints. True he did not now approve their course of life, and 
sincerely repented of his former sins, but it was not a change which was 
born of ill will; whatever the Pharisees had that was good Paul still laid 
claim to as a follower of Christ. It was the evil from which he wished 
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to escape and from which he also wished to rescue his friends. A like 
reformation and a similar desire for the welfare of others should accom- 
pany the conversion of every one to the Gospel of Christ, and unless these 
are manifested we fear something is wrong with the person who pretends 
to have become a true follower of Jesus. The Saints who have come out 
of the various sects and denominations do not feel that they are now the 
enemies of those with whom they formerly associated in their worship. 
If there has been persecution connected with the Latter-day Saints it has 
come to them and not from them. 

That the conversion of people from any of the churches of the day to 
the Latter-day Saints’ doctrine is not an apostasy or turning from light 
to darkness, is shown by the fact that those who do this bring with them 
no hatred towards the church out of which they come, nor desire to injure 
any one belonging to that church. A Methodist does not become a 
Methodist-hater; a Baptist is not burning with a desire to fight the 
Baptist Church simply for the sake of opposition, and to overthrow it 
at any cost; a Presbyterian has no quarrel with his Church, but a wish 
to preach the Gospel as it has been made known to him; so with a con- 
vert from any denomination, none of them would in the least injure his 
former co-religionists. 

What a different spirit actuates those who have once tasted the good 
things of the Gospel, and have afterwards turned from it! “If therefore 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness?” Take 
the case of any one who has been a Latter-day Saint and has subsequently 
apostatized from the church. Does he desire in meekness, love, and 
humility to show those whom he has left the error of their ways? Is he 
willing to suffer persecution uncomplainingly that the Saints might be 
able to see as he sees? Does the spirit of forgiveness pervade his whole 
nature so that he would not injure any man knowingly? There is no 
reported instance of this kind. If there has been any activity in an 
apostate from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints it has 
been inspired with a desire to do harm to the Church, and in the most 
of instances the men were not particular as to the means they employed 
for the purpose. Sometimes it has been in defaming the character of 
the people in places far distant from the body of the Church where it was 
difficult to obtain the truth concerning them; at others the apostates have 
sought to destroy the leaders of the Church by imprisonment, plunder, 
robbery and murder; again it has consisted in introducing saloons, 
gambling houses, and kindred institutions in the cities of the Saints 
for the purpose of leading astray their children. All the methods 
which could be invented by the fertile brain of hate have been tried 
by men who have apostatized from the Church. They were apostates 
indeed. They could not say they had been converted, for their acts 
were entirely contrary to those of the converts we read of in the New 
Testament. Herein then is a test of the Gospel. Thus far there is no one 
who has become, through conversion to the Gospel as taught by the 
Latter-day Saints, a special opponent of the particular church from which 
he came, while scores of cases might be cited wherein apostates from the 
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have seemingly had as the 
one object of their lives, the destruction of that Church, regardless of the 
methods, employed. “By their fruits ye shall know them ;” one was true 
conversion; the other was apostasy. B. 


RewEases.—Elder George A Seaman has been honorably released from 
laboring as Traveling Elder in the Leeds Conference to return home May 
23, 1895. 

Elder Parley P. Parrish has been honorably released from his labors as 
Traveling Elder in the Newcastle Conference to return home May 23, 
1895. 


ARRIVAL.—Elder George F. Phillips of Ogden arrived in Liverpool per 
steamer Kensington, on May 22. He will attend to some business affairs 
before returning home. 


PEACE BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN. 


Ir is now understood that peace has been definitely concluded between 
Japan and China. Considering the advantages that Japan had gained 
over her adversary, the terms on which she has been willing to conclude 
peace do not seem extravagant, and China was willing to accept them. 
Seeing the war clouds in the East dispersing, Europe commenced to 
breathe more freely. This feeling again gave way to anxiety when it was 
learned that Russia, France, and Germany had formed a triple alliance 
and sent Japan their remonstrance against that part of the articles of 
peace by which China cedes to Japan the peninsula Liao-Tung with the 
strong fortress of Port Arthur. It is difficult to see why Germany and 
France should interfere, the victory of Japan over China being a victory 
for civilization, and the European nations being also benefited by the 
peace, as they share the advantages of the commercial privileges granted 
to Japan; but Russia’s reasons for opposing the treaty are quite plain. 
She has for a long time desired to get possession of a harbor on the Yellow 
Sea for the terminus of her Siberian railway. The war between Japan 
and China gave her hopes that this might be accomplished by seizing some 
favorable opportunity for intervention ; and how small a pretext she needs 
to carry on a war of conquest is proved by her action in the 70’s against 
Khiva, Bokhara, and other states in Central Asia. Russia refused the 
proposal of England to join in an intervention between the belligerents to 
prevent the war. It was clear to Russia that she could gain very little 
from such an undertaking in company with England. It would be better 
to wait till the parties had exhausted themselves, when it would be easy 
for her to step in and take a slice of northern Corea and of Chinese Man- 
churia, but the celerity with which Japan concluded the peace negotiations 
spoilt these prospects Russia then got her ally France, and—strange 
enough—Germany, to join her in protesting against Japan obtaining any 
foothold in Manchuria. Russia knew how strong the feeling was among 
the people of Japan to keep the conquests they had made, and no doubt 
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thought it would be an impossibility for the Japanese Government to yield 
to the demand of the triple alliance to surrender that part of Manchuria 
which China had agreed to cede to Japan. A refusal to comply with this 
demand would have given Russia the desired opportunity to intervene; 
but the Japanese are keen diplomats as well as brave fighters, and they 
yielded at once to the pressure brought to bear upon them. Russia has — 
been at an enormous expenditure in sending her fleet to the East. She 
has got all she asked, but she is far from having obtained all that she 
wanted, and now she has no pretext whatever to interfere; the so much 
wished-for Port Lazareff is apparently farther than ever from her reach. 
It was also a good stroke of policy that Japan so early in the war declared 
Corea an independent Kingdom. Corea has certainly been much benefited 
by Japan. A new system of roads is being completed by which the 
products of the country can be brought to the coast, railroads are projected 
and being built by Japanese money, and Japan has delivered the population 
from a horde of greedy and exacting officers. Corea can now look forward 
to a period of prosperity under the new condition of things. This will no 
doubt fasten Corea to Japan, and with the three millions of people on 
Formosa which has been ceded by China to Japan, this country will have 
the support of some sixty millions in case of an attack by a foreign nation. 
This makes Japan a formidable power, and the European nations may find 
the influence they have hitherto had in the far East much lessened. With 
a navy like the one Japan has now, and which she will, no doubt, further 
improve, she will be able to cope with any one of the great powers in her 
own waters. 


EASTER AT THE HOLY SEPULCHRE. 


Toe German papers contain at present a series of articles written by a 
correspondent at Jerusalem, who claims to have been an eyewitness to the 
scenes which he describes. He writes: “It is to be regretted that the 
Easter festivities have again this year given rise to some very disgraceful 
occurrences, which must give offence to all Christendom. The Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem is used by a number of different 
Christian denominations which have the right at various times to enter 
the most holy place. At Easter each year ‘the holy fire’ is kindled here, 
that is to say a big flame of fire bursts out of the wall above the arch of 
the sepulchre, and the Greek Catholics who at this time are visited by 
innumerable pilgrims declare unto these that this fire is kindled direct 
from Heaven. When the miracle is to take place the space round the 
sepulchre is crowded to suffocation. The pilgrims stand for hours crying 
to Heaven to let them see the fire, and when at last it appears through a 
hole in the wall, the enthusiasm knows no bounds. Each one wants to be 
the first to light his wax taper by the holy flame, because he who succeeds 
in this is believed to secure thereby his eternal salvation. The struggle 
to reach the holy flame produces a terrible crush in the over crowded 
church, and every year several pilgrims are trampled to death, sacrificing 
their lives to their religious zeal. According to the Greek Catholic 


| 


332 LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


custom, when the fire appears a procession marches down to open the 
Holy Sepulchre. It has always been customary for this opening to be 
made by the Greek orthodox patriarch and nine Armenian deacons. For 
many years the Greeks have sought to perform the opening alone, and a 
long time before the Easter holidays this year they went to the Turkish 
Governor and asked that they might do so without being accompanied by 
the Armenians; but the Governor answered that everything should be 
done according to the old custom. The Armenian deacons had, therefore, 
met as usual in the church, and when the holy fire appeared they attempted 
to make their way through the crowd to go with the Greek patriarch 
down into the Sepulchre. But this enraged the Greek priests and they 
caught the Armenians by their long beards, scratched them in the face 
with their nails and kicked them on the legs. The Armenians were not 
afraid, however, but casting away their prayer-books and wax tapers which 
they were carrying in their hands they hammered away at the Greeks 
and immediately the priests were engaged in the most savage hand to 
hand fight. The pilgrims cried and screamed, and the church lit up by 
thousands of wax tapers presented a most fantastic and unique spectacle 
—that of a clerical pitched battle. Blood streamed and the disgraceful 
affair ended only when the governor of Jerusalem marched into the church 
at the head of a detachment of Turkish troops. A powerful voice was 
heard commanding the soldiers to take off the bayonets, and to strike with 
the but end of the guns. In a moment the strokes of the guns rained 
down on priests and pilgrims alike. Many of the latter received broken. 
limbs, two of the Armenian priests had to be taken to the hospital, and 
even the Greek Patriarch was carried away in an unconscious condition 
by two priests.” 

The German papers after having ascertained the truth of this report 
from returned pilgrims exclaim: “It is possible then that such disgraceful 
scenes can take place in this year of our Lord 1895. Is it not soon time 
that a crusade was inaugurated against these priests without conscience 
who at least deserve that the Christians treat them as Saracens?” 


THOUGHTS ON FAITH. 


Wuart faith is, and the extent to which human action may be predicated 
upon it, is a matter upon which there is a very great difference of opinion. 
This difference, however, mainly exists when we seek to apply it to those 
matters which belong to the spiritual welfare of mankind. There are 
those who assume the position that they will not acknowledge the truth 
of any doctrine or fact, which cannot be perceived, measured with a rule, 
or be established beyond the possibility of a doubt, by microscopical 
research and development, and scientific analysis. If nothing could be 
assumed unless the matter in hand would square with all these arbitrary 
rules, faith would be entirely eliminated as a part and parcel of our being, 
yet we notice that in temporal matters faith is the mainspring of our every 
action. It is by faith that the farmer sows the seed; that sailors go down 
to sea; in short by which mankind enters upon every undertaking. The 
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farmer sows the seed into the ground because he has faith that it will 
germinate; that gentle showers will fall and accelerate its growth, and 
that the warm genial rays of the sun will develop and finally prepare the 
golden grain for the harvest. Without this faith he would not sow. And 
so it is with all the various affairs of human activity. 

This being true, why may we not exercise faith in all matters pertaining 
to our spiritual welfare? Because we cannot see, or feel, or handle every- 
thing there may be, shall we deny its existence? No. Faith is the 
foundation stone upon which we must build. Paul says: that “faith is 
the substance (the assurance) of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.” Faith assures to us the accomplishment of the things for 
which we hope, and, when deep-rooted in our heart and very being, is an 
evidential fact of the existence, of the reality of the things hoped for, yet 
not seen. Faith is an instinct of our being, constantly forcing itself upon 
us, and if properly used and exercised will never deceive. Nature instils 
the birds and beasts with instinct, which guards them against possible 
danger, and leads them to happiness, and maturity. The young bird 
commits itself, its life to the air, and is wafted gently along. The 
migratory instinct in one season of the year takes certain birds to the 
south, and in another returns them to the north. If they should resist 
this instinct of their nature destruction would be their fate. 

Peter, while his faith was strong, was safe, in walking upon the sea, but, 
when his faith weakened, he began to sink. Faith then being the foun- 
dation stone upon which we must build, our every effort should be directed 
towards maintaining and strengthening it. Tothesinner itis the starting 
point towards a better life. From this point he feels the need of the 
. assistance that will come through the blood of the Savior. Convinced of 
sin, he will exclaim “What shall I do?” Faith will answer, “Obey the 
commandments and repent of thy sins.” Faith will still lead him on. He 
repents of sin. Repenting of his sins he calls out “O Lord, here I am; 
lead me into the path of righteousness, and I will praise thy name for 
evermore.” Obeying the commandments, he goes on his way rejoicing, 
and through the exercise of faith, and obedience, he can say, “I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” A. SAXEY. : 


AT SCENES OF DEATH. 


Exper W. W. Bean, of Richfield, Sevier County, who returned May 3, 
from the Southern States, was a passenger on the westbound express 
train which so narrowly escaped being wrecked by the terrible cyclone 
that swept over a portion of Kansas on May 1, an account of which was 
published in the press dispatches. 

In conversation with a News representative to-day Elder Bean said, in 
speaking of the cyclone: | 

“We had a very narrow escape. We were at Halstead station when we 
first saw the cyclone, which was then about six miles southwest of us. It 
did not appear to be traveling very fast and the train was started up, 
those in charge thinking they could get out of the way before the cyclone 
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reached the track. But we had gone but a short distance when they 
changed their minds, as it was evident we would be caught by it if we 
continued, and the train was immediately backed out of the course of the 
terrible messenger of destruction. But for this prompt action the train 
would certainly have been wrecked. 

“Being only a short distance away from the cyclone as it passed we 
were in a position to watch its freaks, and it was indeed a horrifying sight. 
It came out of a large black cloud and descended in the shape of a funnel, 
broadening at the bottom to a width of about thirty-five yards and whirl- 
ing asit went. Instead of traveling in a direct line, it shifted from side 
to side picking up houses, horses, cattle, pigs, chickens, and whatever else 
that happened to be in its pathway. As I watched the capers of the storm 
the two story brick residence of Mr. Frizzel was lifted high in the air, 
shattered to pieces and scattered in every direction, while nothing was 
left to indicate where the house had stood. Not far from the spot the tail 
of the cyclone caught another house, in which the family were at the 
time, tearing away the south side and unroofing the house. 

“After the cyclone had passed, the track had to be cleared of the trees 
and telegraph poles and wires with which it had been strewn, before we 
could get through, which caused some further delay. When we arrived at 
the next station it was learned that some of the articles picked up had 
been carried a distance of thirty miles. There were six persons killed out- 
right and one received injuries which proved fatal, and twenty-five houses 
were destroyed. I have heard much of the Kansas cyclones, but until 
witnessing this with my own eyes, did not fully comprehend the terrible 
force attending them.” 

THE SCENE OF THE MASSACRE. 

Just previous to his return home Elder Bean paid a visit to the scene of 
the murder of Elders Gibbs and Berry, at Cane Creek, Lewis County, 
Tennessee. Since the massacre of those Elders there have been no Elders 
in that locality preaching, on account of the bitter feelings of the residents. 
But as the prejudice has been removed to a great extent in other counties, 
the Elders concluded to go there and try to open up a field of labor. 
Before doing so, however, Elder Bean, who was presiding over the Middle 
Tennessee conference, thought it would be best to find out what the feel- 
ings of the people were toward the Latter-day Saints. He accordingly 
disguised as a timber man, and went in search of a mill site. 

It was well that he took this precaution, for had it been discovered who 
he really was he is satisfied that his life would have been taken. He had 
to take every precaution to avoid detection, as he was suspected and even 
accused of being a missionary. The people openly declared that they 
would kill any Mormon who dared to come into their midst, and boasted 
of the way they had got rid of them and all their friends by killing the 
two Elders and the two Condor boys who attempted to defend them, 
stating that after the tragedy all the friends of the Mormons made them- 
selves scarce in that place. They also declare they will kill any detective 
that is found there or any member of the mob who left at the time of the 
massacre, 
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Elder Bean spent a day and a half there, during which time he conversed 
with some of the leading men of the place on the subject of the murders, 
and they freely told him all about the terrible affair, all giving the same 
story in substance. Dr. Plumber, a leading citizen, is said to have fired 
the first shot, which killed one of the Condor boys, as he reached for a gun 
with which to defend the Elders. The four Hinson brothers were the 
leaders of the mob, aud Dave, the foremost of them, was killed. Babe and 
Bill, the two oldest who are alive, are still living there and are said to be 
very desperate men. 

The Condor home has never been occupied since the massacre, but the 
people seem to avoid it, as a large pool of blood is said to have been left 
there. The farm has been neglected, until it has now grown up to timber. 
The house remained standing until about two months ago, when it was 
burned down, supposedly by the Hinsons, for the purpose of putting it out 
of sight. 

It is well that this plan was adopted to find out the feeling of the people 
before the Elders went there to preach, or some of them would probably 
have lost their lives, without accomplishing any good. Now that they are 
aware of the conditions they will, no doubt, avoid going into unnecessary 
danger. 

Elder Bean left his home in the fore part of January, 1893, and was 
assigned to labor in the Middle Tennessee conference, over which he 
presided the most of the time. He reports that mission to be in a prosper- 
ous condition and has enjoyed his labors there very much. For several 
months he labored in the city of Nashville, where the way is being opened 
up for the preaching of the Gospel.— Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The town of Eureka has lately been improved — putting in an electric light 
plant. 
have been worth a million dollars. 


The facilities for lighting the large Tabernacle have recently been changed for the better 
by the addition of six electric lights, making fourteen in all. The light is to be furnished 
henceforth by the Temple plant instead of by the Electric Light Company as formerly, 
and will not be so expensive as it has been. A test of the new lights has been made and 
was entirely satisfactory. 


A new weekly paper to be called Men and Women will be published before long by 
Orson F. Whitney and Calvin Reasoner. The paper will be independent in every sense 
of the word, according to the prospectus, and will discuss impartially all subjects of an 
interesting nature, whether political, historical, religious, scientific or literary, seeking 
to advance its readers in all that is true, beautiful, and good. 


There was a gathering at the residence of Elder Andrew Jenson on the evening of May 2. 
Brother Jenson started on May 11, on an extended tour to all the missions of the Church 
for the purpose of collecting historical information, that a complete record of the mission- 
ary work of this Church may be made up. The tour will require two or three years to 
complete it, and the gathering was gotten up for the purpose of extending good wishes to 
Elder Jenson and bidding him God-speed on his journey. 
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